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November 23, Lg77 -

Mr. August Perez,  I I I
26A9 Canal Street
i iew Orieans, LA 7ALL9

Dear  Aug ie :  I  : ;

I read your letter in the Times Picalrune 
'of 

Nove*U.t the 21s'L,
relat ive to t fHurr icane Protect iont t  .

While I can agree with much of what you !aY-, I,cert-ainlf cannot-
agree with your concl-usion that we should abandon the barrier plan"

I did not even know that a trPa.rt Btt proposal had been deveLoped,
but I certainly can agree with your logical concJ-usion that to
construct high leveL levees around the entire Shoreline of Lake
Pongchartrain, 4s r^reLl- as in other contiguous waterway,areas where
this high l-evll 1evee woul-d be 

-needed 
would, be aLmosL ludicrous.

I dontt know if you are aware 5r not, but in ordet to keep lake
Pontchartrain frbm emptying into the City of New Orleans under
the project hurricane- it wouLd be necess?ry that tb* smal-L back
levels in the area between the Industrial- Canal and Jefferson Par-ish
be raised go a
mean sea J.evel-, This will require utLLLzation of a Land Strip approxi-
mately 150 feet in r,sidth in the current parloo*y area exten_ding-a1-ong
that 

-gection 
of the Lairefront. Additionaii-y, because of t ire ticie

l-evel- aspects that wiLl be encounte!9d, something similar or perhaps
some very special type of levee would be required along- the lton-don
Avenue Di:ainage Cana1, the Orleans Avenue Drainage Canalr aqd the
Seventeenth Sfreet Driinage CanaL. A possibl-e .alternative (certainl-y
a safer one) rvould be to ieLocate Drainage pumping stations 91 7,
and. 5 to thb Lakefront making the high leve1 canals low 1-eveL,
then rearranging the drainage system befiveen the Lake and Florida
Avenue/Merai;ie"Ridge and b6tweLn the Orleans/Jefferson Parish
Line and the IndustriaL Canal-.
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Augie:

Fro;n the LakefronL Airport East' ot? :L 
t*o options wouJ-d be

availabre, ,"ii!'^it,u-eiisritg-riy::: ii9 "t 
tfie saPe time

broaden t i rese ] -evees ,o . "u - | se i the raaJon theLakes ideor
to rviclen on 'r'l-tiitt' ia" t"i "!t 1t133" 

nrtto"' or in the al--

rernarive ro pur ugr"^:Ip.*oi sheer b*i""e-ii ' lr-tii enrire levee

;;; '^ rvith a concrete caP'

you stated !h?q -"second-ir*o9' iglo5Ca1t 
consider'3tion is exactl-y

rvhat theproo"!irity of this i l f, irrlt" '  
" i ' i"r;: 

This cannot be

i +i::::'* *+tli-i:iifi::l*:::ia*fu ,q;i'#:1,lili:tr'*";i:"'::uI

h i s to r y . .  r r

that ,ttr.rt it'" Gul-f co""il"Tt;';ita rli"t l-nt"ensitv and "fetch''

of camille *i' ' '"ii ti79a gy'ot' simpson-X'r"ilit*i' 'and'he shif ted

the l-ocarioniSr*ciiiiig -t6 ;ii"; w'es-t. tl-tr.'".1';i:?: area for

Nerv orleans' i;";;'-ah;r '*oJ"tltii 9"a u"t"d upbn^this shift and

"o*p,,iu'.,.*dil-i:lt3i"e$:Jt*:*xF.Ig!;3?..:}i"l'3i3fl?.peoPle wotlrct

Imus tac lm i t the rew i l l beSomeinconven iencebrough tonby the
barrier plan. As an. exanif., ;1"t ' y-ot'=o;-i-e";ide to qo fishing

through either ?t't*^Ct'"i t[-Ris;1"::"Y? i'"t- "":-"-"":::t:;ili "i;lliq
i:' fi::f, %:ii:: #H; ll=i-q:,"l'i* ul I, J ?113"i' e ft "fi 5' i I i I a'' il i i I g"
r,rhen , .r"r' ii lppi""Ltting or passing'

I cannor agree wi.th. yoHI - contention tfat -this Y::t1* 
have an adverse

effecr because of th-e "adE;il;;i :::f -;t-cot*"erical 
water trans-

oortatiorr". 
*-i 

it''i"tt -when we are to""id"ti"g 't!t' lives of the

ireopl-e of r*,"'Ci!i-'.i N"* iiif"t''"; r dl""il"t1''ittft that a smal-J-'d"-

1ay in commerical-- warer ;t;;;;j;Iitio""to"ia it' any manner or Iolrn

ii'g.iir"""tiv"It*pttt to this danger'

A lso, le tmepoin tg l ! - :h" . th is_ is .not thef i rs tbar r ie rar taT]ge-
ment for hurricane proau.ii.;.-- There"Ire- three such barrier plans

rhar have been execured ;ig4.tr't"-**:.'blutil-"' 'a 
the fourth is

norv under .o''itttt"tion' 
*AaaItionallyl Lt--ottttt portions of the

rsorld rhis 
-ro- 

i" being p,rt*iii;-;iF.'.i,-".tlf,-^"i th" ttr"*rs River

in England.

r rvant Eo call- to_yoyr attention that as regard" . lg -the 
ecol-ogy

il, : :h " :r? :,'iti .ryil;:iili ql; -:i: I "il: rF:-:" rn; :ii BI?ffi I:t
f, s:r. : : i "' :ffi #i:-:*:lii?,' :lt ;":ii ui:ri.;5 t; "?n ?n:t' ?fl l " " 3T?' iu'
pr.an is nor .;il;;il;;;;ii; ;;;"a; and-il;v";i;"1d """ifice 

the

i,rojecr as-rv"Ti'"i^^lh;-iirr"r"Ii-^tfi" p"oil"'oi the Citv of New

orleans. rn closing, 1"! i" p"i"i 
"ita^5tlt-""t 

instance that I'

personally r<nli";i-;; reraiivl to a ptoiect hurricane'

TnLgT4, ,wheni lCarmen"washover ingover theCoasto fLou is iana



and her course had been plotted so that the eye was Lo cross at
t;;s--ah*i-lf."i"rti; r", "Sgw-erage and tr^IaLer Bob.rd, Levee Board,
l"a-cilv oCficiaii" *6r rvith corp-of enginepr personnel at Prytania
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Street Lo determine what course of action should rve take i.e.,
attempt some typ" of evacuation or rrride it-ou.ttt: +!. th.at tl*ttaEcemPE some cyPe or ev4{-:Lr.
the Cirief Hydrbiogist foT the - corp dicted that with the windsthe Chief Hydrologist tof the-corp qrealcEeo cnac wl-cn cne wlns$
rhar $/ere in C;r*E t at that time ini tottorying the path that the-
iton w"s taking, w€ couLd expect to- have- fgur ,fF,et of clPAr qgter
runnins over th6'back lqVees along the Lakefiont!-etwsen th-e

ndustrial Canal an the NeriT SaS

Brehm, Jr.
Director

sHBjr/dmp

Fortunately, while we trere ttsweating i! outtt Carmen took a westerLy

"o"ri., 
p"i"ing west of New Orl-eans-and we were spared. Needl-ess

i;-;;y; 
' tt 

i" sEared my pantg o!f_, 
"lq 

I -never again want to see a
situation ldrere we are faced with this dangeq" ' 

.. ,

As a final- after thought, David P. Barnes-, Chief -l1e.te-orologist -
for the New Orleans Hurricane Warning Office saidr'"The National
trrleather Service recognizes that the greatest naturaL disaster 

" '

itt"t could affect thE Unitecl Sf,atqq iay occur in the Lake
Pontchartra assive Lake flooding induced
by a severe hurricanett, (Underl-ining added for emphasis).

I think the time has come when we had better start listening to
those experts rvho have the responsibili-ty to protect our l-ives
and propbrty and to quit l istening to the-gPeeial interests
grouirs iiho irant to piotect and prEserve al"1- of their commercial and
ioli'ticaL opinions is well- as the Environmental groups, who are

ierfectty wiL1ing to stick their heads in the sand to avoid
facing the danger. ; 

/
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